Take a Garrett County Spring Break

March in Western Maryfand Can Mean 5kiing or Golff

The Deep Creek Lale area of Western hMaryland
has long been koown for its wioter slding and wym-
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The gDI‘F Course is d |reu:t|3.r behlnd the 'l.l'l.l'lsp Resn:nrt
Haotel, which offers stay and play packages.
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mer boating activities. For more than a centyry, vizi-
tors hawe besn coming to Garrett County for respite
and mgeneration, but ako a littk action and adwen-
tyre,

Deep Creek Labe offers 65 miks of shoreline and
plenty of symmertime water activities, and with Wisp
Fewort's wtate-of -the-art soowmaldng machine, win-
ter shiing la=ts wall into March But the raginn's shoyl-
der seazons offer justas many outdoor activitiez as do
the prime-time winter and summer montle.

“2pring iz the peak zeason for fly fishing,"=aid Lod
Epp, of Wisp Resort. “We have four world-class
rivers." Garrett Couynty holds all of Maryland's
records for troyt fishing, and in recent years, fly fish-
ing hasz become an additional draw. In 2007, Crvis
named the Wizp outfitter as Guide Service of the Tear,
a distinction that Epp =aid is “wery pregtigiowr" fora
new outfitter.

Several outfitterzin the coynty offer clinics and fly
fiching trips on some of the most famoys fishing
rivers in the world — the Toughiogheny (Toughl,
Morth Branch of the Fotomac, Savage, and
Cazalman.

But ew=n with a surplys of rivers and Maryhnds
larges man-made lake, Garrett County offers plenty
of bod-bawd activites. The coynty boasts 150 miles
of maintained hilking trail=. Pilking ako has become
popular,and a decade-longeffort to develop trails for
bikers has turned the ares into acyling destination.

Wizp Rewrt also featyres a Moyntain Coaster, a
cros between an alpine shide and a rolkerooaster. With
manuyal handbrakes, riders can control their car as
they tyrn, twist, and roll for 3,500 feet, reaching
zpeeds up to 25mph.

Golfing in Garrett County

Two championship golf courses alo plya rok in
attracting vEitors to Maryland's westernmoet county
— Cakland Country Clyb and the Wisp Resort
Coure.

Caldand Coyntry Clyb started as a mine-hols
@ourse in 1937, part of a Great Depreszion-era Worle
Frogress Adminiztration project.In the 15605, anoth-
er pine holes were added, giving golfers “twao dightly
different teste of golf" =zaid Caklands Geperal
Managerand PG4 Fro Pat Warren.

“The front =ide iz more traditionpal, with big
gre=ns,' he said. “The back has smaller greens, almaost
postage stamp size. It's not overly long (6417 yards
from the back tess), and it pretty open — wery for-
giving off the tess!

Calland's signatyre hole iz Mo. 5, a 593-yard par 5
that has water on both sdes of the fairway and
requires “thee good shots to get there" inclyding an
yphill wedge to the green, Warren =aid. Mo. 10 is the
oourses toughest hol, a 237-yard downohill par 3.
“Warren suggests that golfers play it like a par 4 and
hope for a birdie.

The clyb he been home to the Western baryland
Amateyr tournament, a thres -day event that attracte
golfers from acmo: the country. The late im McKay,
of Wikd Worid of Sporrs fame, and PGA toyring pro-
fe=innal Donnie Hammonds have plaed the Western
Maryland Amateyr.

In 2008, the Wisp Fesort Course yundervent adra-
matic change when four newhols var added to the
30-pear-old course. Designers removed two narmow
par 4= and two par 3 from play and replaced them
with foyr news holes on the north =ide of the course.
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“Oyr longtime members
ware ecstatic,' Epp =aid
“Ite like a whole new
course, a totally new expe-
mence

The newholez — 11-14
— maintain oot ooly the
elevation changes for
which the Wizp Resort
Course & koown, but ako
incorporate the area's his-
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The Mountain Coaste
tory into the lspout. & decades-old springhoyss =itz
beside Mo, 11, and the gresn wae built on the spot
where an ol haynted barn once stood.

Cezigners alsy changed the coyrse's finizhing haole,
a 552 -ard par 5 and previoys Mo, 17, which allowsed
them to 1ee the old downhill par 3 18th as a betting
holke for alast-ditch effort to win back that $2 MNazsay.

al ies Winler Games
Ganias - Tucsday, Mirch 13
Gome cut & theer an these anazing alhielsi!
Preestyle Shiern Role
Eaturday Marer 7
E-qlaniars et ety 0 frew i o git thrawy aut ot e comy!

Governor's Cup Race
 Sptury & Sy, B 79
The biggestrace of the yesr, openfo shies & Bowders.
Presentzd by Deep Creek Winter Spurts Tean & Wi Resart.
3 Jump Jackpot
Siturdzy, Mare! 14
Lk of himays, pmedinted with s - 1et to the fisich fire
it e best frichs teles home: the cssfi-morey
Beschin' Weekend
_ Seturday & Sunday, March 21-22
Breake owt your simil & eelebrate spring sking!
Cartlovsrd B Derby, Live Entertamment, Games & Fun.
Make it an Overnight at the Wisp Resort Hotel
Reserve a sgecial balging pachane today:
Slide & Ride Weshend Phy starting af §160%
Spriny Adventure Pig stirting ot 563°
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Other Outdoor Activities
But=pringtime in Garrett Countyis more than just
lyrezand lob wedges. With almost a dosen sate parle
and other wildlife =anctuyaries, Garrett Coynty offers
outdocr enthysiasts plenty of open-air opport ynities.
At 53 feat tall, Myddy Creek Falls at Swallow Falls

Crwer the pext few months, festivals and
fundraizers highlight activities for Garrett County
viitors and locals alike.

The =econd annyal Kayake, Tunes, and Erews
will be held on May 23 at the Adventyre Sports
Complex International [ASCI), which operates the
worlds only moyntaintop whitewater rafting
course,

The first weekend in Tune, the 72nd McHenry
Highlind Festival celebrates the Celtic culture with
a thres -day ewnt, featyring bagpipes, 1= -anactors,
and traditional Scottizh muysic, games, and dance.

State Park iz Maryland's highest waterfall and well-
koown photo destination. Ceep Creek Tabe State Park
dlso iz popular in the spring as boaters get their first
chance on the water after the winter. Public boat
laynches and beaches male thiz state park an appeal-
ingdestination for wEitors.

WWinterand symmerin Garettdominate the area's
attraction for wvizitors, byt springtime in the region
offers its owen ynique offerings in what arguyably iz a
true four-seamn destination.

By I Eric Eckard
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'Wisp REsort: 301 -387-4211, Wi Wis presort .oom
Cakland Country Club:301 -334-3833,

w00 Fatoakland.corn

McHenny Highland Fest val v .hig hland st indo
Adwenture Sports Comp ex International:

3.:11 - 2573250, W advwentu res portsoenter.com ,.4"

Fisking, hiking, whitewater kayahing, camping, and more
[ur area’s natural beauty is the perfect destination whether
you seek days full of activithes or just plain relaxing,
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